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Good morning and welcome to you all. It’s wonderful to see you all here in person today. 

I would like to start by thanking the Year 6 Choir. Your voices as always uplifted not only me, but also 
the whole congregation. We have been so lucky to have you as our choir this year and I know that 
Miss McManus has loved working with you. The way your voices blend together is a true reflection of 
how you work together as a year group. Supporting each other, celebrating each other, and truly living 
the St Mary’s Way.  

I would like to reflect on the past year and our shared achievements. Life at St Mary’s is extremely 
busy, rich and vibrant and filled with unlimited possibilities for all of our pupils. A St Mary’s girl is 
resilient, reflective, and above all risk-taking. She is a girl who will make the most of all the 
opportunities she is given, and this has been fully demonstrated this year.  

Year 6, as a collective group, you have shown such determination, flexibility and a can-do attitude. 
There have been challenges throughout the year, but you have faced these with such a positive 
attitude and not allowed them to affect you.  Your upbeat outlook and focus on making the best of 
every situation have been an example to the whole school community. Despite the last-minute change 
to the Ski Trip, you threw yourselves into your school trips to Runway’s End, Mary Poppins, The Cheese 
Fondue and the London Activity Week. I am proud of how you all responded and I know that you 
remember all your activities with extremely fond memories.  

Music and drama have always been an integral part of life at St Mary’s and I am very excited to watch 
the Year 6 show later on in the term. I have enjoyed watching all the students that have participated 
in our Cake Concerts, and I would like to thank Miss McManus for all of her hard work and dedication 
across the year, and all of the staff who support the girls and the learning of music.  

The girls continue to take part in many sporting fixtures. I am always delighted to see all the matches 
Mr Halsall organises which grow in number every year. I am particularly thrilled that the girls have 
made the most of the opportunities to try so many different sports. A huge thanks to Mr Halsall and 
Mr Richardson for going above and beyond to deliver such a varied and exciting curriculum. I 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing the In-House gymnastics competition, and my sincere thanks to Mrs Rimini 
and Mrs Thompson for supporting the girls with their gymnastics.  

It was wonderful seeing the St Mary’s community at our Sports Day earlier this term and seeing you 
all in person. It was a wonderful day. The girls absolutely flourished and showed true sportsmanship.  

I am always amazed by the inspiring artwork that the children produce. I am truly astounded by how 
Ms Fehmi continues to incorporate the art curriculum into the learning of STEAM. There are so many 
examples of how she has helped the girls use traditional methods combined with state-of-the-art 
technology to create innovative pieces of work that most adults would be proud of. I would like to 
thank Ms Fehmi for all of her hard work and dedication across the year groups.  

Over the course of the year, we learnt to thrive through experiences, including trips, visits, and whole 
school event days. These can be very powerful teaching aids that reinforce many academic skills we 
teach such as teamwork, friendship, and leadership. My huge thanks and appreciation go to the staff, 
parents and volunteers who have helped make these experiences so meaningful for the children in 
supporting their curriculum.  

Before half-term, I witnessed 23 girls make their first Holy Communion and I am so pleased for them 
and their families. It was a very moving experience and all three Masses were very special. I am sure 
the girls will remember making their First Holy Communions far into the future. I was very honoured 



to be part of their special days. My sincere thanks to Mrs Sciacaluga and Father Chris who have helped 
prepare the girls for their important day.  

I believe that St Mary’s is a true community school where all members have not only supported each 
other, but also this year’s school charity Water Aid. I would especially like to thank the PTA for 
organising all of the events, such as the Christmas Fair, Quiz Night, and the Casino Fundraiser. I’m sure 
you all agree that living our faith as part of a community is what makes St Mary’s such a unique school 
to be a part of.  

Every week in assembly, I read the children a story. At the beginning of the year, I chose a book that 
would support the theme for the year ahead. This year I chose a book called, “Only One You,” and it 
is about a little fish whose parents decided to give him some wisdom. I would like to read you some 
of the advice that Papa gave Adri.  

“Always be on the lookout for a new friend, look for the beauty wherever you are and keep the 
memory of it with you. Know when to speak, know when to listen. If you make a wrong turn, circle 
back and if something gets in your way, move around it. Set aside some quiet time to relax and reflect 
every day. Make wishes on the stars in the night-time sky.”  

On hearing this advice, Adri says, “I will remember.” His Mama kisses Adri on the top of his head and 
says, “There’s only one you in this great big world. Make it a better place.”  

This year, the children at St Mary’s have made the world a better place in so many different ways. 
They have made our school better with their actions and their kindness to each other. 

They have made the world a better place by raising enough money to build 8 wells for Water Aid, and 
by taking part in Brighten Up Day for CAFOD, raising over £700. 

Most impressively, they have helped the lives of those affected by the war in Ukraine by raising over 
£4,800 at the Spring Fair which the Year 6 Girls planned, organised, and ran so expertly on the day. 
We were incredibly grateful that so many of you came and supported their immense efforts. 

At St Mary’s we celebrate all the many unique and different qualities that all the children possess. I 
believe that kindness and compassion are as important, if not more, as academic intelligence. This, in 
turn, is as important as sport, artistic and musical talents. Here at St Mary’s, we believe all children 
are created in God’s image and should therefore be celebrated, loved and cherished. During our half-
termly Celebration Assemblies, we rejoice in the unique achievements of every child, and we also 
reward children who have earned golden tickets for living the St Mary’s Way. 

I do not believe that one of these achievements warrants more pride than others do, and I believe 
that is what makes a St Mary’s girl so special. We celebrate academic progress, but also being 
compassionate to others and the world around us. We hope that they will take these important 
lessons with them and remember them long after they leave here.  

Now, I move on to the Year 6 girls. I am delighted that you have all gained places at remarkable senior 
schools. These schools will help you continue to thrive, to flourish and to grow into remarkable young 
ladies.  

However, before you begin the next stage of your journey. I would like to take some time to reflect 
on your journey at St Mary’s. A journey that may have started when you were 3, or just as recently as 
Year 5. During your time at St Mary’s, you have learnt so many skills both in and out of the classroom.  

In the classroom, you have learnt to be passionate about books, to have a desire to solve mathematical 
problems and to be scientifically curious about the world around you. More importantly, however, I 
believe outside of the classroom you have learnt how to engage with others and how to discuss 
problems amongst your peers. You all have a desire to help others and this is seen in and out of the 



classroom. I am always so proud of how confident you are when discussing your thoughts and ideas 
with others. You have learnt that you need to encourage those around you, in order for a team to 
complete a task. These valuable skills that you have mastered will be taken forward into your senior 
schools, universities, and in your future careers.  

Each one of you has so much to offer to the world and like the advice given to Adri in our story, you 
will make the world a better place. You have contributed to the St Mary’s family in so many ways. In 
the sporting field, by winning medals in Gymnastics, Netball, Dodgeball and Football; by achieving 
grades in the musical arena; by creating magnificent pieces of artwork, coding, printing 3D images, 
and by displaying great acts of kindness and taking a  role in the Catholic life of the School. 

Each and every one of you possess wonderful gifts to share and to contribute. You are a unique set of 
girls who will be missed very much. But, it is time to start the next stage of your journey. Remember 
that every step forward makes you the person you are. Enjoy the journey and every so often, reflect 
on how far you’ve come.  

All there is left for me to say is there is only one you, go make the world a better place. Congratulations 
Year 6! 

 


