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ST MARY'S SCHOOL
HAMPSTEAD

Religious Education Policy

September 2026

Together we journey with Jesus our Lord,
as one family, one spirit, one school.



MISSION STATEMENT

St Mary’s School seeks to provide an outstanding education firmly founded on the Catholic Faith.
Spiritual and moral principles are nurtured in a way that is reflected in daily life.

Within a happy and caring environment and based on the recognition of the dignity, worth and wellbeing of each child,
high standards are expected. Intellectual development is emphasised and fostered along with the pursuit of academic
excellence.

St Mary’s values the unique contribution of every child within the school community.

St Mary’s is inclusive and welcomes girls from all communities and faith backgrounds, or none, and believes that all
benefit from the school’s values.

St Mary’s aims to encourage an active partnership between home, school, parish and the wider community.
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About the Religious Education Policy

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of Religious Education taught and learnt at St Mary’s
School, Hampstead. This policy has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of the
governing body. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff. This policy includes all the
children in our school, including the children in the EYFS.

Religious Education Directory ‘To Know You More Clearly’ (2023)

As a Catholic school within the Diocese of Westminster, we are required to comply with the Religious Education Directory
(RED) entitled To Know You More Clearly (released September 2023).

The RED (2023) makes the aims of Religious Education explicit:

‘1. to engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, the teachings of
the Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and the relationship between faith and life;

2. to enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to communicate
this effectively;

3. to present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching to provide pupils with a sure guide for
living and the tools to critically engage with contemporary culture and society;

4. to give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews present in the world today and the skills to engage
in respectful and fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from their own;

5. to develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between
faith and culture;

6. to stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic
faith;

7. to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious education to their understanding of other
subjects in the curriculum.’

The outcome of excellent Religious Education is ‘religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge,
understanding and skills — appropriate to their age and capacity — to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and
theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life’ (RED 2023, page 6).

Rationale

As stated by Pope St John Paul Il, Religious Education is the "core of the core curriculum" in a Catholic school. At St Mary's
School, Hampstead, we believe religious growth and development have a central place and significance in each human
life and must not only be confined to timetabled Religious Education lessons but be the core of the whole school
experience.

Our Religious Education curriculum is designed to provide a Catholic education for our children by promoting knowledge
and understanding of the Catholic faith with Jesus Christ at its centre and heart. We are committed to ensuring that
children are religiously literate in the teachings and traditions of the Catholic faith, enabling them to grow in love and
service of God and each other.

W



Through our comprehensive approach to Religious Education, we seek to develop in our pupils a deeper commitment
and understanding of the Catholic faith and Christian living, fostering both intellectual understanding and spiritual
development that permeates all aspects of their educational journey.

This integrated approach reflects our belief that religious education is not merely an academic subject, but a
transformative experience that shapes character, values, and the whole person within our school community.

Aims
When teaching Religious Education, we aim to:
e Encourage the growth and moral development of children's personal and spiritual lives.

e Enable the children to reflect on their own and other people’s experiences and to relate the religious teachings
encountered to issues and choices in their own lives.

e Give the children a knowledge and understanding of what it is to be a Christian as expressed in the Catholic
tradition.

e Foster and nurture each child’s God-given potential irrespective of their abilities.

e |Instil in each child an honest, reflective, open and enquiring attitude.

e Promote friendship, respect and goodwill both within the school and in the wider community.

e Foster awareness and understanding of the Catholic faith for every child through prayer, study and liturgy.
e (Cultivate a sense of spirituality, awe and wonder in God's creation and presence.

e Offer an education to the highest possible standard, with a curriculum which meets the needs and aptitudes of
each child.

e Ensure that there is a real sense of progression through the different stages of education, from the Early Years
Foundation Stage to Upper Key Stage 2.

o Develop the skills and attitudes necessary to engage in religious thinking, such as analysis, study, investigation
and reflection.

e Teach pupils to listen and think critically, spiritually and ethically, to acquire knowledge and to make informed
judgements.

e Build their awareness of the wider community and to value and respect the wide diversity of other faith traditions,
opinions and beliefs, whilst upholding our Catholic identity.

e Enable pupils to recognise religious themes common to many faiths, such as the significance of water, light and
oil.

o Develop the children’s experience of being part of the universal Church.



Help the children to know and understand that the love and compassion of God is constant and unconditional as
revealed in His son, Jesus Christ.

Foster values and morals based on Christian teaching, which are also shared by the major world faiths.
Make prayer, worship and liturgy positive and real spiritual experiences for pupils through class prayer, Praying

Together Services, Gospel Assemblies, Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Services and their developing
knowledge of the Catholic faith.

These aims are achieved through:

Religious Education lessons from Pre-Nursery to Year 6, fully based on the six Branches of the Religious Education
Directory (To Know You More Clearly), taught across the school.

Drawing links to Catholic Social Teaching through assemblies, Religious Education and Growth lessons.
Putting faith into action through charitable events and community participation.
Prayer and Collective Worship opportunities and the Catholic liturgical life of the school.

The permeation of our faith through the whole school curriculum.

Equal opportunities

We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning. Each child is valued, respected and
challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social/family background, culture or disability. The religious
education of our pupils works towards addressing the needs of each pupil. It considers that for some, school may be their
most profound experience of the Church, whilst for others it will deepen and enrich the understanding and living of their

faith.

Planning and Resources

We follow the Religious Education Directory (RED) framework To Know You More Clearly as required by the Diocese of
Westminster. Learning is organised on a half-termly basis across all year groups from EYFS through Year 6, covering the
six core Branches across the liturgical year:

1.

5.

6.

Branch 1: Creation and Covenant (Autumn 1)
Branch 2: Prophecy and Promise (Autumn 2)
Branch 3: Galilee to Jerusalem (Spring 1)
Branch 4: Desert to Garden (Spring 2)

Branch 5: To the Ends of the Earth (Summer 1)

Branch 6: Dialogue and Encounter (Summer 2)

To assist planning, teachers draw on model curriculum materials, diocesan resources, and local adaptations stored on the
school drive.
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Within the To Know You More Clearly framework, learning across the branches engages pupils through four key
pedagogical lenses:

e Hear: Engaging with Scripture, sacred texts, and Church tradition.
e Believe: Exploring Church doctrine, core beliefs, and theological understanding.
e Celebrate: Understanding liturgy, prayer, sacraments, and ritual practices.

e Live: Applying faith to daily living, personal choices, and Catholic Social Teaching.

To assist their planning, all the teachers use the RED resources available on the School’s Shared G: Drive.
Catering for pupils with particular needs

Religious Education lessons should meet the learning needs and potential of all pupils. This will be achieved through
adapted planning and teaching and a whole school policy that values each child as an individual with potential and
something to offer school and the community.

We believe that teaching Religious Education to pupils with a specific learning difficulty or English as an Additional
Language is an extension of strong teaching practice. Any pupil whose needs are severe or complex may need to be
supported with an individualised programme in the main part of the lesson. This may involve breaking down an activity
into a series of small achievable steps or providing pre-tutoring of vocabulary and meaning. As a core subject, teachers
meet with the Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator (SENCo) to discuss pupils’ progress in Religious Education and how
best to support them.

We also try to ensure that progression and extension activities are used where appropriate, enabling pupils who are more
able in the subject to progress towards their maximum potential, extending their knowledge and experiences in Religious
Education. For example, teachers encourage pupils to explore at greater depth by writing challenge questions and
allowing pupils ample time to respond.

As each child is on a personal journey of faith and may be at different stages of that journey, we should ensure that every
child is achieving at their own personal level. Parental help should be encouraged in achieving this.

Curriculum time allocation for teaching Religious Education

In line with the requirements of The Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW), 10% of the timetable
is set aside for Religious Education for pupils in Reception to Year 6. Pre-Nursery and Nursery also have time allocated for
Religious Education in their weekly timetable. Across the school, this time allocation does not include collective worship,
hymn practice or assemblies.

Early Years Foundation Stage

Nursery and Reception follow the Religious Education Directory To Know You More Clearly, exploring the six half-termly
Branches through age-appropriate contexts. This framework links directly to the EYFS curriculum and its seven areas of
learning and development—particularly Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Understanding the World.
Pre-Nursery uses the themes and focal questions from each Branch to inspire and guide early learning.

Through our planning, support and guidance, our children will learn and develop through the three Characteristics of
Effective Teaching and Learning:
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e Playing and exploring: children investigate and experience things, and "have a go".

e Active learning: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy their
achievements.

e Creating and thinking critically: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop
strategies for doing things.

These characteristics of effective learning, along with the prime and specific areas of learning and development, are all
interconnected which will enable our children to be effective, motivated learners in all their learning. Practitioners
consider the individual needs, interests and stage of development of each child and plan accordingly.



Autumn Term
Branch 2

Branch 1

CREATION &
COVENANT

EYFS

Reception

God loves me
God made the world

Year 1

Retelling the creation
story

Awe and wonder in
creation

Caring for the world:
showing love for God
and others

Pope Francis and
Laudato Si’

Our Father and the
creed

Caring for creation as
prayer

Year 2

The story of Noah:
God’s Covenant
Symbols and meaning
in the Noah story
Covenant and
stewardship: caring for
creation

Psalms of praise

God knows and loves
us: Psalm 139
Baptism

Year 3

God as a creator
Dignity and the image
of God

RE Curriculum Map 2026-27

PROPHECY &
PROMISE

Mary had a baby
called Jesus

The Bible and Luke’s
Gospel

The annunciation

The visitation and the
birth of Jesus

The shepherds and
the angels: Good news
for all

The Christmas Story
Living the story:
celebration and
community

Prophets: God’s
Messengers

The annunciation to
Zechariah

The annunciation to
\ETeY

The visitation and the
Maghnificat
Preparing for Jesus:
Advent traditions
Light in darkness
Sunday as Holy Day
What happens at
Mass

Branch 3

GALILEETO
JERUSALEM

Jesus was born for
everyone

The presentation in the
temple

Jesus in the temple
Jesus’ mission

Jesus calls the disciples
The story of Zacchaeus
Jesus welcomes
everyone

John the Baptist

The baptism of Jesus
Jesus in the desert
Miracles as signs
Parables: the lost
sheep

Forgiveness and new
beginnings

Epiphany
The kingdom of God
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Branch 4

DESERT TO GARDEN

Lent, Holy Week and
Easter

Jesus in the Desert
Lent

Living Lent through
charity

Holy Week

Easter Morning

Lent

Sin, forgiveness and
Kyrie Eleison

The sacrament of
reconciliation

Holy Week and the
cross

The Easter vigil

Jesus feeds the hungry
The Last Supper

Summer Term

Branch 5

TO THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH

Jesus, the Holy Spirit
and the Church

The story of Jesus
continues

The road to Emmaus
The ascension
Pentecost

The mission of the
Church

Pentecost in the Church
today

From resurrection to
Pentecost

The Holy Spirit in art
and symbol

St Luke: Gospel and
Acts

Conversion of Saul
Fruits of the Holy Spirit
Saints, prayer and
Come Holy Spirit

The Road to Emmaus
The early Church and
the Eucharist

Branch 6

DIALOGUE &
ENCOUNTER

Friends of Jesus

What it means to be a
Christian

The Church as a
community

The parish

Living Jesus’ mission
The cross and the sign
of the cross
Encountering other
faiths

The Good Samaritan
Who is my neighbour?
Christians serving
others

Jewish life

Hebrew and the Torah
scroll

Encounter and respect

Exodus and the first
Passover
The Last Supper



Pope Francis and
Laudato Si’
Stewardship
Praising the creator
through prayer
Sabbath and
Thanksgiving

Year 4

Abraham and his world
God’s covenant with
Abraham

Abraham’s trust and
God’s faithfulness
Faith, hope and love in
actions

Abraham as a model of
prayer

Joseph

Year 5

The call of Moses: The
Burning Bush

God’s covenant with
His people

The ten
commandments and
happiness

Jesus’ summary of the
law

Sin and virtue

Love of neighbour and
justice

Year 6

Symbolism and
meaning in the second
Creation account
Creation, truth and
stewardship

Signs and actions at
Mass

Advent prophecies
Joseph’s annunciation
Angels as messengers
Advent hymns
Advent symbols

Elijah the prophet
John the Baptist
Prophets and Jesus’
ancestry

Christ the King
Advent and prayer

David’s anointing and
calling

David and Goliath
David as King and
covenant with God
The Shepherd King
David as a model of

prayer
Advent

Sarah & Hannah —
promise, prayer and
fulfilment

Miriam, Deborah &
Esther — courage,

Jesus teaches the
kingdom through
parable

Miracles as signs of the
kingdom

The Our Father

The saints

Peter’s confession
Jesus as the servant
messiah

The nature of faith
Jesus heals the outcast
Healing and
forgiveness

Inspired by the messiah

The Beatitudes: the
new law of Christ
Jesus’ summary of the
law

Parables of mercy and
compassion

The transfiguration
The Our Father
Prayer and virtue

Signs of Jesus’ glory:
Cana & the official’s
son
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God provides food for
his people

Mass: The Liturgy of
the Eucharist

Why the Eucharist is
special for Catholics
Holy Communion

The empty tomb
Denial and restoration
Peter and the Pope
The Apostles’ Creed
Communion of Saints
and Mary

The Church’s mission
today

Ash Wednesday & the
season of Lent
Temptation and the
reality of sin
Conscience: God’s
voice within
Resurrection and hope
The last things
Sorrowful mysteries of
the rosary

The anointed messiah
The servant king

Holy Thursday mass
Jesus on trial

The mission to the
world

Mary and the Holy
Spirit

The mystery of the Holy
Trinity

The Holy Spirit in
Scripture

Pentecost

Confirmation

The Rite of
Confirmation
Discipleship in the Spirit
Living In The Spirit

The Holy Spirit in
Scripture: promise and
revelation

Pentecost: the Spirit
given to the Church
Confirmation

The rite of confirmation
Discipleship

Praying with the rosary

The empty tomb and
the resurrection
Appearances of the
risen Christ and belief
Jesus as the new Adam

From Passover to the
Eucharist

How Jewish families
celebrate Passover
Islam: beliefs and daily
life

Islamic artistic
expressions of belief

The life and conversion

of St Paul

St Paul’s mission and
the message of love
Unity and diversity in
Catholic liturgical
traditions

Christians working
together for the
common good

The five pillars of Islam
How Muslims in Britain
live out the five pillars

The Bible: sacred texts
Sacred scripture
Languages and
translation of the Bible
The Old Testament and
the Tanakh

The Shema

Sacred texts and
objects in Judaism

Dialogue

The common good and
Catholic Social Teaching
Worldviews

Dialogue in action




The Fall and the origin
of sin

Sin, dignity and
damaged relationships
Baptism and
restoration in Christ
Faith, science and
wonder at creation

leadership and
providence

Mary — the fulfilment
of the promises
Mary, Mother of God
& her ‘yes’ to God

The Maghnificat — text,
theology and justice
Women in religion
today

Scripture

Autumn Term
Branch 2

Branch 1
CREATION &
COVENANT
. Genesis 1:31
Reception
Year 1 Genesis 1:1-4, 24-26

Signs of healing &
recognition: Bethesda
& feeding of the 5000
Signs of faith &
conversion: walking on
water and man born
blind

The rising of Lazarus
The seven sacraments:
purpose & life in Christ
Living in sacraments:
parish life &
community

The saving love of the
cross
Walking the way of the
cross

Branch 3

PROPHECY &
PROMISE

GALILEETO
JERUSALEM

Lk 1:26-31, 38
Lk 2:4-7
Lk 2:8-20

Matt 2:1-12
Mk 10:v16
Mk 10:13-16
Jn 6:1-14

The Annunciation (Lk
1: 26-38, focusing on
1:26-32, 38)

The Visitation (Lk
1:39-45)

The Birth of Jesus (Lk
2:4-8)

The Visit of the
Shepherds (Lk 2:8-20)

The Presentation (Lk
2:22-38)
Finding in the temple
and the hidden life (Lk
2:41-52)

Jesus announces his
mission (Lk 4:16-22)
The call of the disciples
(Lk 5:1-11)

Little children (Lk
18:15-17)
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Branch 4

DESERT TO GARDEN

Lk 10:25-28

Jesus enters Jerusalem

(Lk 19:28-38)
Jesus teaches in the
temple (Lk 19:47-48)
The widow’s mite (Lk

21:1-6)
The last supper (Lk
22:7-23)
The Crucifixion and
death of Jesus (Lk

PRICEES)]

Faith in the A dharmic faith
resurrection and the Beliefs and practices in
trinity a Dharmic tradition

Witness to the
resurrection and
martyrdom

Living the resurrection
today: saints and
charity

Summer Term
Branch 5

TO THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH

DIALOGUE &
ENCOUNTER

Acts 2:42-47

The road to Emmaus (Lk
24:13-35)
Promise of the Spirit and
the Ascension (Acts 1:1-
11)

Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)




The Annunciation of
John the Baptist (Lk

Zacchaeus (Lk 19:1-9)

The preaching of John
the Baptist (Lk 3:2-6,

1:5-20) 10-17)
The Annunciation of Jesus is baptised (Lk
Jesus (Lk 1:26-38) 3:21-22)

The Visitation (Lk
1:39-50, 53)
The birth of John the

The Temptation in the
wilderness & Jesus

begins to preach (Lk 4:

The angel’s message
(Lk 24:1-8)
For Lent: Jesus is
tempted in the desert
for 40 days (Lk 4:1-13)

Jesus enters Jerusalem
(Lk 19:28-38)

Jesus appears to the
apostles and the

Ascension (Lk 24:36-53)

Baptist (Lk 1:57-58) 1-15) The last supper (Lk
P P Ik
Zechariah’s voice is Cure of a paralytic (Lk 22:7-23, 28-34) entecost and Peter talks The parable of the Good
S to the crowd (Acts 2:1-9, .
restored (The 5:17-26) The Crucifixion and 12-13) Samaritan
Year 2 Gen 9:7-17 circumcision of John The choice of the death of Jesus (Lk Conversion of Saul (Acts (Lk 10:25-37)
the Baptist) (Lk 1:59- twelve (Lk 6:12-16) 23:33-46) 9:1-19)
66, 67,76) The calming of the The angel’s message Fruits of t.he Holv Spirit
LA storm (Lk 8:22-25) (Lk 24:1-8) (ol 5_22_2;’) P
2:1-8) Parable of the lost Peter at the tomb (Lk '
Including, for the sheep (Lk 15:4-7) 24:9-12)
season of Advent: For the Feast of the
Is 7:14, 9:1-2, 5-7 Epiphany:
(Extracts from the Matt 2:1-12: The visit
book of Immanuel) of the Mag
Mlgezjcrlssc;fetl;c]l;er: Road to Emmaus (Lk
Messiah would be centurion’s The miracle of the 24:13-35)
born of a virgin and . loaves (Matt 14: 13- The mission to the )
Genesis 1:1-2:4. would be called servant (Matt 8:5 21). world (Matt 28:16- Exodus 12:1-8,15-20,
. 13) or 13:3
Extracts from either Immanuel (Is 7:14) . The last supper (The 20)
Year 3 . . Cure of a paralytic o Lk 22:14-23
Psalm 8 or 19 in The Annunciation to (Matt 9:1-8) institution of the The group of
praise of Creation Joseph (Matt 1:18- " Eucharist) (Matt 26: apostles (Mary) (Acts
Parables, either:
25) Parable of the 26-29). 1:12-14)
Revisit Lk 1:26-38. 1 Cor 11:23-25 Early Church (Acts
Sower (Matt 13:4- 2:42-47)
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Year 4

The story of
Abraham, focusing on
the following key
texts:
The call of
Abram (Gen
12:1-5)
The Abrahamic
covenant (Gen
15:1-6)
Abraham and
Sarah (Gen 18:1-
15)
Abraham and
Isaac (Gen 22:1-
18)

The miracle of the
flour and the oil (1
Kings 17:7-14)
Elijah’s encounter
with God: the
journey 1 Kings 19:4-
8, The meeting: 1
Kings 19:9-15
The preaching of
John the Baptist
(Matt 3:1-12 and Mk
1:1-8)

Isaiah 40:3
(contained within the
gospel accounts)
The ancestry of Jesus
(Matt 1:1-17)

Parable of the
Sower explained

(Matt 13:10-17) or

Parable of the
yeast (Matt 13:33)
or
Parable of the
treasure and of
the pearl (Matt
13:44-46)

For Epiphany:
The visit of the
Magi (Matt 2:1-

12)

Peter’s mother-in-law
and casting out devils
(Matt 8:14-17)
Cure of the woman
with a haemorrhage.
The official’s daughter
raised to life (Matt
9:18-26)
or Cure of two blind
men and cure of a
demoniac (Matt 9:27-
34)

The Baptist’s question
(Matt 11:1-15)
Jesus walks on the
water and, with him,
Peter (Matt 14:22-33)
Peter’s profession of
faith (Matt 16:13-26)

The lost son (the
prodigal) and the
dutiful son (Lk 15:11-
32)

The Judgement of the
Nations (sheep and
goats) (Matt 25:31-46)
The events of Holy
Week from the gospel
of Matthew
Entry into Jerusalem
(Matt 21:1-11), Judas’
betrayal (Matt 26:14),
the Passover and
Peter’s denial
foretold (Matt 26:17-
35)

Jesus prays
(Matt 26:36-46)
The betrayal and
arrest of Jesus
(Matt 26:47-56),
Peter’s denials (Matt
26:69-75),

Paul’s Letter to the
Corinthians (1 Cor
11:23-27)

The empty tomb (Jn 20:1-
10)
The appearance on the
shore of Tiberius (Jn 21:1-
19)

The road to Damascus
(Acts 9:3-9, 17-19)
The first letter to the
Corinthians
(1 Cor13:1-7,13)
Teachers should choose
additional texts about
the mission of St Paul, for
example,:

Paul’s speech before the
Council of the Areopagus
(Acts 17:22-26, 28-29)
Galatians 1:11-24
2 Cor 11:22-23
Galatians 3:27-28




Year 5

The Burning Bush (Ex
3:1-15)

The Sinai covenant
and the Ten
Commandments (Ex
19:3-8, 20:1-17)
Jesus’ summary of
the law (Matt 22:36-
40)

Year 6

The second account
of Creation
(Genesis 2:5-10, 15-
23, 3:1-7,9-13, 17-19)
Jn 1:1-5, 16-18

1 Samuel 16:1-
13: anointing of
David (a great
king)

1 Samuel 17:1-
11, 32-54: David
and Goliath
2 Samuel 5:1-5:
David becomes
king
2 Samuel 7: 8-15
God'’s covenant
with David
1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-
12: David’s death
Psalm 21:1-7,
Psalm 23

Old Testament
passages that show
the importance of
women in salvation

history, e.g.:
Genesis 18:1-15;
21:1-7: Sarah
Exodus 1:8-22;
2:1-10: Miriam
Judges 4:4-11;
5:7-15: Deborah

The Beatitudes from
the Sermon on the
Mount (Matt 5:1-12)
Jesus summarises the
law
(Matt 22:36-40, Lk
10:27)

A parable about living
out Jesus’ law
(e.g., The Good
Samaritan (Lk 10:25-
37))

The Transfiguration
(Matt 17:1-13)
Our Father prayer
(Matt 6:7-13)

The Wedding at Cana
(Jn 2:1-12)
Healing the
official’s son (Jn
4:46-54)
Healing the man
at Bethesda
(In5:1-47)
Feeding the 5000
(In 6:1-4)
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Pilate questions Jesus
(Matt 27:11-14),
the Crucifixion
(Matt 27:32-44), the
death of Jesus (Matt
27:45-56) and the
Burial of Jesus (Matt
27:57-61)

A selection of Ash
Wednesday readings
e.g., Joel 2:12-18,
Psalm 50:3-6, 12-14,
17, 2 Cor 5:20-6,
Matt 6:1-6, 16-18
Temptation in the
Wilderness
(Matt 4:1-11)
The Resurrection of
the Dead
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8,
20-25, 54-57)

The anointing at
Bethany (Jn 12:1-
11)

Jesus washes his
disciples’ feet
(Jn 13:1-17)
First farewell
discourse (Jn
13:33-38)
The arrest of Jesus
(In 18:1:11)

Scriptural echoes of the
Sacrament of
Confirmation

(Is11:2,61:1, Lk 4:16, Mt

3:13-17)
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-8, 14-
18)

The gifts of the Spirit Paul
(1 Cor 12:4-11)
Baptism in the Spirit (Acts
8:14-16)

The empty tomb and the
appearance to Mary
Magdala (Jn 20:1-18)
Appearances to the
disciples Jn 20:19-31

Conclusion (Jn 20: 30-31)

Christians believe in the

Resurrection

(1 Cor 15:14)
Jesus as the last Adam (1

Cor 15:45-49)




1 Samuel 1:5, 9-
11, 26-28:
Hannah
Esther 2:4, 15-
17; 3:1-6, 12-13;
4:1-4, 8a-17; 5:1-
8; 7:1-6, 9-10;

8:3-12 (Purim):
Esther
Lk 1: 26-56:
Mary as the
fulfilment of Old
Testament
promises

Walking on water
(In 6:15-21)
Healing the Blind
Man (Jn 9:1-41)
Raising of Lazarus
(Jn 11:1-57)

‘I am the bread of
life’ (Jn 6:35)
or ‘l am the
Resurrection and
the life’ (Jn 11:25)

Jesus before Pilate
(Jn 18:28-40, 19:4-
6)

The Crucifixion (Jn
19:17-22)
Jesus and his
mother (Jn 19:25-

27)
The death of Jesus
(Jn 19:28-37)

The story of Stephen
(Acts 6:8-15, 7:51-60)




Other Faiths

The Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW) promotes "interreligious dialogue" with other faiths,
viewing it as essential for fostering understanding, cooperation, and mutual respect within a diverse society. As Catholics,
we are called to be committed to respecting people of other faiths and to recognise that God is at work in them.
Therefore, we allocate time throughout the year to the teaching of other faiths including Hinduism, Judaism and Islam.

Staff, visitors and parents of children from other faiths are welcomed and encouraged to come into school and share their
beliefs and practices at an assembly or in their child’s class. A variety of in-school workshops and external educational
visits are also organised to educate pupils on a deeper level and to enhance the enjoyment of this part of the curriculum.

Links between Religious Education and other subjects

Religious Education can be closely linked to many subjects within the primary curriculum and draw on experiences
through a range of activities including drama, music, art and literature. Teachers take inspiration from a variety of teaching
and learning strategies from across the curriculum, adapted appropriately to the needs of all pupils.

Spiritual and Moral Development Across the Curriculum

At St Mary’s School, Hampstead, we also believe that pupils’ spiritual and moral development can be enhanced through
the wider curriculum. Links to other subjects include the following:

e English: Pupils encounter opportunities to recognise, reflect upon and connect with the experiences of others,
fostering empathy and understanding. Pupils develop awareness of moral questions and ethical choices while
exploring how literature reflects God's call to love and serve one another. Through engaging with diverse texts,
pupils grow in their understanding of human dignity and Gospel values.

e Mathematics: Mathematics reveals the divine order and beauty inherent in God's creation. Pupils discover truth
through logical reasoning and collaborative learning, reflecting the harmony found in God's design. Through
mathematical investigation, discussion and reflection, pupils develop appreciation for the precision and elegance
that mirrors God's perfect creation, leading to wonder and praise.

e Science (STEAM): Science education nurtures respect for ourselves, others, and God's creation. Through
environmental studies and field experiences, pupils can witness firsthand the magnificence of God's handiwork,
fostering reflection on our role as stewards of creation. They can also engage with moral questions surrounding
scientific advancement while growing in appreciation of their responsibility to care for the world God has
entrusted to us.

e Technology and Engineering (STEAM): Technology and Engineering teach pupils the importance of planning,
organisation and creative problem-solving as reflections of participating in God's ongoing creative work. Pupils
learn to appreciate the gifts of inventors and designers who contribute to humankind flourishing. Pupils also
consider how technology can serve the common good and reflect on the moral implications of human innovation
in light of Catholic social teaching.

e Art (STEAM): Art education encourages pupils to express their innermost thoughts and feelings, reflecting the
creativity that flows from being made in God's image. Through developing artistic skills, pupils learn to appreciate
beauty and contribute to God's ongoing creation. Studying various artistic traditions helps pupils respond to God's
gifts while bringing joy and meaning to others through creative expression.



e  Music (STEAM): Music education opens pupils’ eyes and ears to the beauty and wonder of God's creation through
sound and harmony. Learning musical skills develops perseverance while providing opportunities for
contemplation, spiritual renewal, and prayer. Music facilitates community building and worship, connecting
pupils to the rich tradition of Catholic sacred music while appreciating how music can lift hearts and minds to
God.

e Geography: Geography connects pupils with their local environment and God's wider creation. They explore the
magnificence and wonder of the universe, seeking to understand how God works in the world and in their lives.
Geographic study raises awareness of our interdependence and responsibilities to one another, reflecting Christ's
call to love our global neighbours and care for our common home.

e History: Historical study enables pupils to understand and empathise with people across time and cultures,
recognising the dignity of every human person. Pupils learn about heroic deeds, moral dilemmas, and the ongoing
search for peace and harmony that reflects God's desire for justice and love. Through studying the use and abuse
of power, the children also develop critical thinking skills while learning to respond to moral challenges with
Gospel values.

e Physical Education: P.E. promotes care for the bodies that God has created, fostering appreciation for the wonder
of human physical capabilities. Pupils express themselves through movement while learning teamwork,
perseverance, dedication and respect for others' God-given talents.

e Information and Communication Technology (ICT): ICT is integrated across all curriculum areas, through the use
of iPads, Chromebooks and access to the Global Learning Centre. We recognise technology as part of God's gift
of human creativity and intelligence. Pupils learn to use technology responsibly while considering how digital
communication can serve the Gospel mission of building community and spreading God's love. We promote the
importance of engaging with questions about digital ethics and the responsible use of technology for human
dignity and the common good.

Growth (PSHCEE and RSE)

Growth lessons encompass PSHCEE (Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic Education) and Relationships and
Sex Education (RSE). Teachers provide age-appropriate guidance and discussion opportunities on moral choices and
human dignity, rooted in Scripture and Church teaching through the Ten:Ten scheme. This helps pupils to understand
their identity as beloved children of God and their calling to live lives of virtue, service and authentic love. The
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) policy specifies how this area is covered in more detail.

Use of ICT in Religious Education lessons

ICT is used in various ways to support teaching and motivate children’s learning. Online resources are commonplace when
using the interactive whiteboards. iPads and Chromebooks are used within lessons, proving to be a valuable resource to
engage the children. ICT could also involve the Global Learning Centre, such as the Green Screen, digital cameras and
other audio-visual aids. They will, however, be only used in Religious Education lessons when it is the most efficient and
effective way of meeting the needs of the children and does not detract from the spirituality and depth of the content
being covered.
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Resources

Each class teacher is provided with:

e Access to scheme-of-work planning and resources for the To Know You More Clearly directory on the shared G:
Drive.

e A copy of the Religious Education Directory (2023)

e Assessment grid topic covers with key vocabulary, the ‘Big Question’ and specific learning objectives (‘I Can’
statements)

e The APOP (Annual Plan of Provision) listing key days and events in the Liturgical Calendar

e Examples of challenge questions

e Catholic Social Teaching resources, such as stickers and display banners, to draw links in all subjects

e Prayers to be learnt by the children

e Afolder for Pupil Chaplains and teachers to evidence class worship sessions, known as ‘Celebration of the Word’

e Anicon of the Crucifix and the Virgin Mary

e A designated worship area (or prayer table) with coloured cloth for the Liturgical season, a Bible, a Rosary, a
candle and other resources for pupils to access at any time, as well as those that are relevant to Religious
Education lessons and Collective Worship sessions

e Opportunities to meet with our School Chaplain, Father Chris Connor, for training and class visits to support the
teaching of Religious Education.

Other Religious Education resources are situated in the Resource Room by the Sacristy and include books on assembilies,
Masses, multicultural traditions, prayers, sacraments and most aspects of religious study. These include statues, posters,
pictures and objects of focus for prayer sessions. There is a selection of prepared Mass themes that may be used for class
Masses.

Health and Safety

In their planning of activities, teachers will anticipate likely safety issues. They will also explain the reasons for safety
measures and discuss any implications with the children. Children will always be encouraged to consider safety for
themselves and others when undertaking RE activities. Teachers will also be aware of health and safety when placing
crucifixes, statues, icons or using candles.

Assessment

Assessment is carried out according to Diocesan guidelines using the criteria set out in the Religious Education Directory
(To Know You More Clearly) as agreed by the CBCEW's Department for Catholic Education and Formation.

In Years 1 to 6, teachers make continuous judgements about pupils’ performance and record them on the whole school
assessment grid. These judgements will lead to a cumulative judgement about attainment using the following grades:
Working Towards (WTO), Working At (WAT) or Working Above (WAB) the expected level in Religious Education. Pupil
outcomes are also tracked by the SENCo to ensure that support is in place for those who need it.

In the EYFS, staff use observations to record the children’s understanding. These observations are recorded in the whole
class Big Book and staff planning folders. Additionally, for each topic, the children have an individual page in their own
personal Big Book. For Nursery and Reception, teachers use this page to evidence the topic standards, highlighting to
show whether the pupil has met the requirements. Teachers also assess the pupils with an overall grade of ‘Emerging’,
‘Expected’ or ‘Exceeding’ in Religious Education and input this into the whole school assessment grid.

Monitoring



The teaching of Religious Education is monitored in the following ways:

* Regular lesson observations by the Leaders of Learning for Religious Education

® Planning and work scrutiny carried out by the SLT and Leaders of Learning for Religious Education.

® Classroom displays and prayer tables regularly observed and updated.

® Regular contact and meetings with the school’s advisor from the Diocese of Westminster and local schools in the
Camden Deanery to keep abreast of developments in Religious Education and to ensure the school is working in
line with Diocesan and national expectations for Catholic teaching.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and Formation

Each class teacher takes responsibility for teaching Religious Education. However, the Headteacher, Deputy Head
(Academic) and Leaders of Learning for Religious Education are on hand to help non-Catholic teachers, Early Career
Teachers and those new to Catholic education.

All staff attend school-based training and are also encouraged to attend Religious Education courses organised by the
Diocese of Westminster. CPD (also known as Formation) is identified through the school’s performance management
process. Class teachers can contact the Leaders of Learning for Religious Education to organise these opportunities at any
time.

Prayer and Liturgy and the Catholic life of the school

The children are encouraged to support those in need in our local and global communities by fundraising for the school’s
charities, chosen by parents, pupils and staff at the beginning of every academic year. The School also encourages pupils
to support the Church overseas by participating in annual events such as the CAFOD Family Fast Day for Harvest and the
Big Lent Walk for Easter.

Children and staff in Years 1-6 celebrate together each week on a rotation of Services, Mass or the Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, led by our School Chaplain, Fr Chris Connor. Mass is also celebrated on Holy days, Feast days and at
the beginning and end of term. All staff, parents and governors are welcomed and encouraged to attend. Praying Together
Services are held regularly for Early Years, Lower School and Upper School, with each class taking it in turns to prepare
and to lead the service to their peers and parents.

Prayer takes place in the morning, before lunch, and at the end of the day. Some teachers perform meditations with their
class. Prayer bags and books are sent home to encourage pupils to share spiritual experiences at home.

At the start of the week, the Headteacher organises and leads Years 1-6 and EYFS assemblies to share the message of the
week’s Gospel reading, important events in the Liturgical calendar or focus on the Caritas Catholic Social Teaching themes,
such as ‘Care of Creation’ as explained by Pope Francis in his encyclical, Laudato Si’. Assemblies end with pupils being
invited to share spontaneous prayers.

For a more comprehensive explanation, please see further detail in the separate Prayer and Liturgy Policy (updated
September 2026).

Management of Religious Education (R.E.)

It is the role of the Leaders of Learning for R.E. to:



Help to improve the quality of teaching and learning of R.E. in the school and to support other staff in the
achievement of this aim, as well as in the collective responsibility for the spiritual and faith development of
pupils.

Ensure teachers are familiar with the policy and help them to plan lessons.

Ensure that the Religious Education Directory, To Know You More Clearly (2023), is understood and followed.
Lead by example in the way R.E. is taught and show enthusiasm for the subject.

Oversee the process of assessment, recording and reporting in the subject.

Monitor the quality of teaching and continuity of R.E. throughout the school.

Monitor the quality of work across the school.

Purchase, organise and lead INSET with the support of the SLT.

Collect photographic evidence of R.E. around the school.

Identify resource requirements.

Purchase, catalogue and store new resources and encourage their use throughout the school.

Write or update relevant documentation.

Ensure that prayer and worship are given adequate time and resource allocation and reflect the age, stage and
needs of the pupils concerned.

Facilitate parental involvement.

Work cooperatively with the Learning Support department where necessary.
Observe colleagues regularly with a view to identifying the support they need.
Contribute to the School Development Plan.

Support and advise colleagues, giving details of INSET courses and CPD opportunities.

Keep in touch with the Diocesan R.E. advisor, attend coordinator meetings and keep up to date with
developments in the teaching of R.E.

Ensure that new colleagues are aware of the R.E. programme and give help and guidance when required.

Ensure non-Catholic colleagues receive the support and guidance they need, enabling them to teach the R.E.
programme with confidence.

Present or submit an annual written report to Governors, informing the governing body of progress towards
targets in the School Development plan.
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It is the role of the Headteacher to:

® Promote the Catholic life of the school through effective leadership and management.

® Encourage commitment and contribution to Catholic Social Teaching and the Common Good.

® Ensure that R.E. retains a high profile in the School Development Plan.

® Lead, manage and monitor the implementation of this policy, including monitoring teaching plans and the quality
of teaching in the classroom.

® Keep the governing body informed about the progress and profile of R.E. within the school.

® Deploy support staff to maximise support as appropriate.

Reviewed: September 2026
Next Review Date: September 2027

Lucy McManus, Peta Harrison and Lina Sodaro
Leaders of Learning for Religious Education 2026-27



